
Do we need more pokies?
The Dunedin Council proposes to retain its Gambling Venue Policy  

(almost no restrictions on the numbers of venues with pokies in Dunedin).

PLEASE MAKE A SUBMISSION!

Gambling is in oversupply
•	 Over $16 billion was gambled in New Zealand in 2008 - $38 million a day.
•	 $938 million was lost on pokies outside casinos in 2008 (this was the same amount spent on the entire 	
	 New Zealand Police Force).
•	 Dunedin has 605 gaming machines in 49 venues.

How do pokie machines affect our communities?
•	 Machines are most likely to be sited in vulnerable communities.
•	 Increased gambling availability has resulted in an increase in problem gambling.
•	 Problem gamblers suffer from increased rates of bankruptcy, arrest, imprisonment, unemployment, divorce and 	 	
	 poor physical and mental health.
•	 Approximately 70% of problem gambling is attributed to pokies (outside of casinos).
•	 One in five regular pokie players has a gambling problem.
•	 10,000 people in New Zealand committed illegal activities due to their gambling in the last year.
•	 The latest New Zealand research indicates that pokies result in net loss of economic output, employment, and 	 	
	 household income. Pokies could be costing the Dunedin economy 200 full-time equivalent jobs each year.
•	 By introducing a moratorium on pokie machines, Council can limit some of the harm caused by gambling, and in 	 	
	 doing so help to protect the health of some of its most vulnerable citizens.

Community funding
•	 Pokie machines are licensed to operate in pubs and clubs only as a form of community fundraising.
•	 There is no good evidence of decline in community funding as a result of sinking lid policies.  Record amounts of 	 	
	 money were distributed in recent years.
•	 The Department of Internal Affairs report that fewer operators should mean that overall costs go down, there are 	 	
	 economies of scale and a good return to the community.
•	 Currently Pokie Trusts give over $20 million a year to horse racing prize money and each year use around 	
	 $150 million (in admin costs) to distribute around $350 million.  A fairer and more efficient system could mean 	 	
	 greater returns to the community.

Submissions close Friday 06 November 2009. Address submissions to:  
Chief Executive, PO Box 5045, Dunedin 9058, attention Kevin Mechen

www.pgfnz.org.nz/option2



Chris Watkins
Oasis Dunedin

Ph: (03) 477 9852
Chris_Watkins@nzf.salvationarmy.org

Making a Submission
The Dunedin Council proposes to retain its Gambling Venue Policy  

(almost no restrictions on the numbers of venues with pokies in Dunedin).

PLEASE MAKE A SUBMISSION!

The Statement of Proposal included three options:
Preferred Option– (Status quo - preferred by Council).  There will be no limiting of venue or gambling machine 
numbers but they cannot be established in residential areas or recreational areas unless it is for organised supporting 
purposes.

Alternative Option 1 – (Limit, or cap the number of gaming machine venues and/or machines).  If this option was 
selected the Council would need to decide on the number of venues and gambling machines the district would allow.  
Staff recommendation is that the cap be set at the current level (49 venues, 605 machines).

Alternative Option 2 – (“Sinking Lid”).  This option would see a prohibition on all new venues.  As the number or 
venues fall there wold be no more approvals for new venues or increases in the number of machines within the city.

SUGGESTIONS REGARDING SUBMISSIONS
PICK OPTION 2 – Clearly state you prefer OPTION 2.  The more submissions that consistently say Option 2 the better – 
at this stage it’s a bit like voting.  If you want variations on that option – then elaborate on variations.

STATE WHY YOU PREFER OPTION 2 – You can keep this quite simple.  It is best to focus on one or two main points that 
relate to you or to your group’s work.  I.e many of our clients who need budget help have gambling problems.  If you 
have data or reference great but you don’t need it – your experience and your opinion count.

ASK TO SPEAK TO YOUR SUBMISSION – If you are able to and are prepared to it is good to speak to your submission.  
Oral submissions often have a bigger impact.

SUBMIT AS INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS AS WELL AS ORGANISATIONS – All your members, clients, volunteers can make 
individual submission as well as your group.

SUBMIT IN WRITING– Submissions close Friday 06 November 2009.  Address submissions to Chief Executive, PO Box 
5045, Dunedin 9058, attention Kevin Mechen

SPREAD THE WORD – The more submission the letter.  Spread the word – it will be the submissions that change the 
Council’s decision.  Can you put it in your newsletter?  Do you have mailouts?

Jerry Banse
Te Roopu Tautoko Ki Te Tonga Inc.

Ph: (03) 477 4670 ext 206 or 021 1590475
jerry@tautoko.maori.nz

Thomas Moore
The Problem Gambling Foundation

Ph: (03) 471 6172
Thomas.Moore@pgfnz.org.nz

For further information contact 

www.pgfnz.org.nz/option2

Submissions close Friday 06 November 2009. Address submissions to:  
Chief Executive, PO Box 5045, Dunedin 9058, attention Kevin Mechen


