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   *By typing my signature above, I endorse this submission with my digital signature
I wish to speak to the Mayor and Councillors about my submission: Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
MY SUBMISSION ON THE DRAFT GAMBLING VENUES POLICY IS:

We fully support the Councils proposed Gambling Venue Policy – which will limit the size of the pokie industry over time in Invercargill by allowing no new stand-alone TABs, no new pokie venues, and no new pokie machines.
Gambling is increasingly becoming recognised as a cause of considerable harm to individuals, families and communities. Gambling harm includes poor parenting, family violence, crime, family breakdown, suicide, child neglect, poverty, and business failure.

Invercargill has 309 pokie machines in 22 venues available for its residents to use.  In the last 12 months almost $16 million was spent on pokies in Invercargill.

Recent research shows that: 

· Access to and availability to pokie machines is associated with problem gambling.
· Maori are more likely than other ethnicities to become involved in gambling on pokies in bars and clubs
, making them more vulnerable to the harms of pokie machines. 

· About 10,000 people committed illegal activities in the last year because of gambling
.
· Pokie revenue is sharply regressive – taking money from whanau and communities who are least able to afford it. 
· About 33% of pokie takings come from Invercargill Central, and about 45% of pokie takings come from suburbs in deprivation areas 7-10.
· 72% of the people surveyed could think of disadvantages for the community from raising money from gambling
.


For example, for every $1 that a community receives from a trust, about $3 has been lost.
· 51% of people felt that raising money through gambling does more harm than good
. 
· The proposed policy is consistent with the Invercargill City Council’s goals of limiting the growth of gambling and facilitating community involvement in making decisions about gambling.  It was also reduce gambling harm in Invercargill.

· The proposed Policy is consistent with the purpose of the Gambling Act:

· To prevent and minimise the harm caused by gambling

· To control the growth of gambling

Invercargill City Council has an important role to play in minimising gambling harm through regulation of the supply of pokie machines and access to them.  We recommend that Council adopt its proposed policy of no new machines and no new venues because it aligns with maintaining and enhancing a safe, healthy Invercargill City. 
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